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Request 
 
I would like to receive electronic copies of all the tenders in regard to CON-
RSN8343, Tender for Cycle Training issued in 2014. 
 

 
Response 
 
Thank you for your recent request made under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
Please find attached the recorded information held by Merseytravel in relation to the 
Bikeability tender exercise. Applications were submitted by Bikeright! Limited, Cycle 
Experience (TTC) and British Cycling. 
 
Please note that personal information is exempt under Section 40(2) of Act as 
disclosure would allow the possibility of the identification of a living individual(s), 
thereby breaching the Data Protection Act 1998. 
  
The names of the company directors have been disclosed as their identities are 
already in the public domain. With regard to the companies’ employees and service 
users, we believe that this information relates to an individual’s private life and 
consider that there would be no expectation that their information would be disclosed 
to a third party outside of the process.  
  
I do not regard disclosure as constituting the ‘fair and lawful’ processing of personal 
data, meaning that its release would therefore breach Schedule 1 of the Data 
Protection Act 1998, neither do I believe that any of the conditions of Schedule 2 or 
Schedule 3 are met.  
 
I am also of the opinion that disclosure of the information would not provide any 
greater understanding of the subject matter. 
 
In addition, Merseytravel views the details of the companies’ submitted pricing 
structure as potentially commercially sensitive, and must give consideration to 
Section 43 of the Act. Section 43 is a qualified, prejudice-based exemption, and is 
therefore subject to a public interest test. The Information Commissioner’s Office has 
issued guidance on Section 43, which can be viewed on their website at this link. 
  
The public interest argument for disclosure is that it allows a greater degree of 
scrutiny over how public money is spent, while contributing to transparency over how 
decisions have been reached. It is important that public authorities allow their 
decisions to be scrutinised by the public to ensure that funds are managed 
appropriately. 
  
The public interest factors to withhold the information relate to the prejudicial impact 
that the disclosure would have on the commercial interests of any person (including 
the public authority itself). It would not, for example, be in the public interest to 
disclose information about a particular commercial body if that information was not 
common knowledge and would be likely to be used by competitors in a particular 
market to gain a competitive advantage. 
  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/29/schedule/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/29/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/29/schedule/3
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guidance-index/freedom-of-information-and-environmental-information-regulations/
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In accordance with the Section 45 Code of Practice, the companies concerned have 
been consulted, with each being of the opinion that the information submitted by 
them is commercially sensitive in its entirety.  
 
However, in this particular case, I consider that only the disclosure of the detailed 
pricing structures would have a prejudicial impact on their commercial interests. This 
information is not already in the public domain, and could be used by rival 
businesses to gain an advantage over any of the companies in future competitive 
tendering exercises. 
  
In this instance, it is Merseytravel’s opinion that the balance of factors against 
disclosure of the information outweighs those in favour of release, and is therefore 
relying on Section 43(2) to withhold the requested information. 
 
I trust that the information supplied is of interest to you. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right under the 
Act to ask for an internal review, which should be addressed to:  

Mrs Julie Watling 
Legal, Democratic Services & Procurement Manager 
Merseytravel 
PO Box 1976 
Liverpool 
L69 3HN 
julie.watling@merseytravel.gov.uk 

 
If you are not content with the result of your internal review, you also have the right 
to complain to the Information Commissioner, whose address is  

The Information Commissioner’s Office, 
Wycliffe House, 
Water Lane, 
Wilmslow, 
Cheshire SK9 5AF 
www.ico.gov.uk 

 

mailto:julie.watling@merseytravel.gov.uk
http://www.ico.gov.uk/

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































