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Request 
 
PRELIMINARY DATA REQUEST 
As part of our research we are compiling a study of the levels of past public support 
for rail services, but have been unable to find information for some years on-line. 
We would be grateful if you could supply details of payments to rail companies by 
Merseytravel PTE in respect of financial years 2004/5, 2005/6, 2006/7, 2007/8, 
2008/9, 2009/10 and 2016/17. 
 
MAIN SURVEY 
Q1.  What are your authority’s policy priorities for local rail transport?  Do you 
support rail as a key transport element? 
Please provide an on-line link to any relevant source document, e.g. annual report; 
adopted policy, transport strategy, planning policy etc. 
 
Q2.  What local rail routes would your authority like to see reopened for 
passenger use, and for what categories from those shown below?  If you have 
route mileages, cost estimates or Benefit Cost Ratios (BCRs) for the favoured 
rail routes please provide information/links. 

(a) Express service (fast, high speed, long distance, Inter City, Eurostar etc.) 
(b)  Regional service (semi-fast, limited stop, inter-urban, commuter etc.) 
(c)  Local service (stopping, commuter etc.) 
(d)  Metro (suburban, stopping, commuter, overground etc.) 
(e)  Subway/Underground/Tube (urban, stopping, part underground) 
(f)  Light Rail/Tram/Tramtrains etc (urban, stopping, bus equivalent) 
(g)  Heritage/tourist (steam, diesel, electric – please state if narrow not standard 

gauge) 
(h)  Other (please provide further information). 

 
Q3. What local rail routes would your authority like to see reopened for freight 
use?  

(a) Intermodal (container) freight (e.g. freightliner shipping containers, waste 
trains) 

(b) Trainload haul (e.g. bulk like metals, oil, construction materials, coal, 
biomass) 

(c) Cars or other vehicles (e.g. BMW, Jaguar Land Rover, Ford, including 
international) 

(d) General freight (e.g. timber, packaged goods e.g. such Asda and Tesco rail, 
vegetables etc.).  

 
Q4. What local rail stations would your authority like to see reopened or newly 
built on existing rail lines (i.e. those currently operational)? 
 
Q5. What local freight facilities (such as freight sidings or inland freight 
terminals) would your authority like to see reopened or newly built on existing 
rail lines? 
 
Q6.  How much funding is your authority providing and/or has it authorised 
funding for: 

(a) Rail infrastructure (e.g. new track, pointwork, signalling, bridges, platforms, 
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stations, refurbishment) 
(b) Rail vehicles (locomotives, coaches, wagons) 
(c) Rail services 
(d) Railway enhancement (e.g. station refurbishment, bus and cycle facilities, 

CCTV, heritage refurbishment)? 
If so, please confirm whether the service is jointly funded by any other public 
authority or public body. 
 
Q7. In respect of any projects for new rail services being supported by your 
authority: 

(a) Please give the title and rail route of each project and (anticipated) date of 
completion; 

(b) Please confirm whether any Benefit Cost Ratio (BCR) has been derived for 
each project, and if so, what value(s) have been attributed; 

(c) Please state the budgeted expenditure of each project; 
(d) If possible, please provide a breakdown of the categories of expenditure.  

Please include sources. 
(e) Please confirm the amount of funding being provided by your authority, or 

which could be provided, and the activity being supported; 
(f) Please state the total track mileage of each rail route project; 
(g) Please state each terminus and station on the route; 
(h) For new project(s), please indicate whether the stations are new, re-opened, 

renovated etc. 
(i) Please indicate whether each project will use pre-existing infrastructure; 
(j) If so, please provide further details 

 
Q8. Do you have/had access to other funds from Government, EU, public or 
private funds?  If so, which? (e.g. LEP funding, EU development funds, the UK 
Coastal Communities Fund, where relevant) 
 
Q9. If passenger services should be restored or new services introduced on 
reopened rail lines, would you prefer services are provided by: 

(a) Direct local authority service contract (as with say, bus services) – for 
example, with an modern operating company of a current heritage railway 
operation? 

(b) A special independent ‘microfranchise’ contract, but simpler, less costly and 
more focused than national or regional franchises - as originally proposed by 
the Government? 

(c) A Community Rail Partnership or sub contract of an existing larger franchise 
operation? 

IF IT IS MORE CONVENIENT, PLEASE ATTACH A COPY OF, OR PROVIDE AN 
ON-LINE LINK TO, ANY SOURCE DOCUMENT WHICH CONTAINS THE 
ANSWERS TO THESE ENQUIRIES 
 

 
Response 
 
Thank you for your recent request made under the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please find Merseytravel’s response to your enquiry below. 
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In respect of your preliminary data request for payments made to rail companies, it 
should be noted that the Merseyrail network has been serviced by Merseyrail 
Electrics 2002 Ltd. (MEL), a 50/50 joint venture company between Serco and 
Abellio, for the entirety of the period you are interested in, beginning in July 2003. 
 
Merseytravel views the details of payments to MEL as potentially commercially 
sensitive, and must give consideration to Section 43 of the Act. Section 43 is a 
qualified, prejudice-based exemption, and is therefore subject to a public interest 
test. The Information Commissioner’s Office has issued guidance on Section 43, 
which can be viewed on their website at this link. 
  
The public interest argument for disclosure is that it allows a greater degree of 
scrutiny over how public money is spent in the delivery of Merseytravel’s work, while 
contributing to transparency over how decisions have been reached. It is important 
that public authorities allow their decisions to be scrutinised by the public to ensure 
that funds are managed appropriately. 
  
The public interest factors to withhold the information relate to the prejudicial impact 
that the disclosure would have on the commercial interests of any person (including 
the public authority itself). It would not, for example, be in the public interest to 
disclose information about a particular commercial body if that information was not 
common knowledge and would be likely to be used by competitors in a particular 
market to gain a competitive advantage. Disclosure under the Act is viewed as to the 
world at large, not simply to the individual requester, and consideration must 
therefore be given to how it may be used by any party. 
  
In this particular case, the environment that MEL and their parent companies operate 
in is fiercely competitive, with companies vying for new contracts across the globe. 
Disclosing precise details of the pricing details of the concession agreement would 
place Serco and Abellio at a distinct disadvantage when they are exploring further 
commercial activities as their competitors would be able to use this information to 
gain an unfair advantage. 
  
In this instance, it is Merseytravel’s opinion that the balance of factors against 
disclosure of the information outweighs those in favour of release, and is therefore 
relying on Section 43(2) to withhold the requested information. 
 
Some details of payments made to Merseyrail Electrics 2002 Ltd. outside the scope 
of the concession agreement, such as consultancy fees and special project funding, 
can be found in the published expenditure data on our website. 
 
Many of your questions are asking for Merseytravel’s preferences, which are not 
valid requests under the Act as they are not asking for recorded information. 
 
The relevant recorded information that is held by Merseytravel is either contained in 
our Long Term Rail Strategy or our published budget and accounts, which are all 
available via our website. This information is therefore exempt from disclosure under 
Section 21 of the Act as it is reasonably accessible by other means. 
 
I trust that this information is of interest to you. 

https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guidance-index/freedom-of-information-and-environmental-information-regulations/
https://www.merseytravel.gov.uk/about-us/doing-business-with/Pages/Monthly-Expenditures.aspx
https://www.merseytravel.gov.uk/about-us/local-transport-delivery/Documents/10399%20Merseytravel%20LongTermRail_Stratergyweb.pdf
https://www.merseytravel.gov.uk/about-us/corporate-information/Pages/Corporate-Documents.aspx
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If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for 
an internal review, which should be addressed to:  

Mrs Julie Watling 
Legal, Democratic Services & Procurement Manager 
Merseytravel 
PO Box 1976 
Liverpool 
L69 3HN 
julie.watling@merseytravel.gov.uk  

 
If you are not content with the result of your internal review, you also have the right 
to complain to the Information Commissioner, whose address is  

The Information Commissioner’s Office, 
Wycliffe House, 
Water Lane, 
Wilmslow, 
Cheshire SK9 5AF 
www.ico.gov.uk  

 

mailto:julie.watling@merseytravel.gov.uk
http://www.ico.gov.uk/

